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TERRAQUEOUS



A fol ly,  by nature,  serves no ut i l i tar ian purpose; i t  exists to provoke, comment,  and inst igate insight 

and ref lect ion.  A physical  manifestat ion of  idea meet ing bui l t  form. Terraqueous is subsequent ly 

not a bui ld ing to inhabi t ,  nor an object  of  speci f ic  purpose, but instead exists as a provocat ion and 

commentary on the increasingly blurred l ine between natural  and synthet ic.  The natural  wor ld and the 

man-made.

Within the diverse domain of  contemporary archi tectural  d iscourse, an undercurrent that  resides 

within most digi ta l ly  and technological ly focused work is the increasing convergence of  the natural 

wor ld and the man made. Tradi t ional ly seen as two opposing worlds,  the increasing technological  and 

archi tectural  fabr icat ion capabi l i t ies,  coupled with growing environmental  concerns and pressures, 

has led to the emergence of  a green turn in both the form, fabr icat ion,  and mater ia l i ty  of  avant-garde 

archi tectural  research. Boxes have given way to natural  forms; br icks and mortar have given way to 

3D pr inted bio-plast ics and fungal  cements;  greenery has changed from ornament to act ive element.

Such a consciousness is echoed in contemporary archi tectural  phi losophy, wi th the l ikes of  Fel ix 

Guattar i ’s  ‘Three Ecologies’ arguing for the concept of  ‘ecosophy’ and the increasing intervent ion 

or convergence of  the man made and the natural .  Simi lar  ideas are expressed archi tectural ly,  wi th 

speculat ive projects by Francois Roche arguing for the harnessing or mutat ing of  natural  processes 

to create bui l t  forms, and art ists such as Stel-Arc demonstrat ing the hi- jacking of  b io logy and in turn 

the increasingly blurred l ine between the natural  and synthet ic.

Terraqueous is a play on this emerging pattern and consciousness. Not an act ive high-tech 

demonstrat ion of  avant-garde tools and technology, Terraqueous is instead a provocat ion and 

commentary on this pattern.  I t  is  intended to reside in people’s interpretat ion somewhere between the 

natural  and the al ien.  Terraqueous is intended to appear s imultaneously natural  and other wor ld ly.  I ts 

form is reminiscent of  ro l l ing hi l ls  and folding waves ( f rom which the name ‘Terraqueous’ is  der ived), 

yet  i ts  strat i f ied construct ion demonstrates an under ly ing fabr icat ion and patterning that is dist inct ly 

man-made.

Terraqueous invi tes v is i tors to invest igate th is paral le l ism from mult ip le scales and viewpoints. 

From a distance i t  wi l l  merge into the landscape, though somewhat more not iceable than the hi l ls 

that  surround i t .  From up close, i t  twist  and turns in a way that chal lenges what we encounter in the 

natural  wor ld,  and presents s imultaneously as a f lu id form and a rat ional  man-made construct ion, 

invi t ing guests to examine and peer through the object  to understand i ts complex geometry and 

rat ional  construct ion.

Terraqueous in many way is at  home at Br ick Bay, as v ineyards embody many of  the issues and 

character ist ics of  the discourse that underpins the instal lat ion.  Vi t icul ture is the harnessing of  nature 

for  man made produce, but more fundamental ly the v ineyard and vi t icul tural  process is a science 

that harnesses a natural  resource in a highly sophist icated way, that  is  beyond a mere aesthet ic 

appreciat ion of  nature.

With such environmental  and technological  pat terns being so topical  in contemporary archi tecture, 

and society in general ,  Terraqueous and Br ick Bay provide an opportuni ty to provoke and garner 

ref lect ion f rom those that v is i t  that  is  d ist inct ly of  i ts  p lace and t ime.

OVERVIEW TEXT

LANDSCAPE REFERENCE IMAGE UNDERLAY
O V E R V I E W

_

1
_

(MASS NOUN) LACK OF GOOD SENSE; 
FOOLISHNESS.
 ‘AN ACT OF SHEER FOLLY’

2
_

A COSTLY ORNAMENTAL BUILDING 
WITH NO PRACTICAL PURPOSE, 
ESPECIALLY A TOWER OR MOCK-
GOTHIC RUIN BUILT IN A LARGE 
GARDEN OR PARK.

‘FOLLY’ (NOUN)‘FOLLY’ (NOUN)‘FOLLY’ (NOUN)‘FOLLY’ (NOUN)‘FOLLY’ (NOUN)



CLOSING PAGE / SUMMARY

C O N C E P T
_
Through both i t ’s  form and construct ion, 
Terraqueous exists somewhere between the 
natural  and the synthet ic.
Terraqueous intends to provoke Br ick Bay 
vis i tors to quest ion what is natural  and what is 
man made, by present ing f rom a distance as a 
form that is not iceably natural ,  whi le up close 

reveal ing i tsel f  as a somewhat al ien construct ion, 
demonstrat ing abi l i t ies of  d ig i ta l  fabr icat ion to 
re- imagine what we consider to be a bui ld ing.



_
Sustainabi l i ty  is  an essent ia l  part  of  Terraqueous. 
On a conceptual  level  i t  obviously argues for an 
increased convergence and harmony between man 
and nature,  but  i t  a lso at tempts to demonstrate th is 
through i ts mater ia l i ty.

Whi lst  re-use and recycl ing and highly publ ic ised 
requirements for  a sustainable existence, perhaps 
a less publ ic ised issue is product ion eff ic iencies 
and mater ia l  waste.
For many bui ld ing mater ia ls,  h igh levels of  waste 
and reject ion resul ts in a hidden cost of  product ion 
beyond the f inal  product.
Terraqueous proposes to address th is by putt ing to 

S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y

use waste product in the form of re jected plywood.
Plywood that has been deemed unsui table for 
var ious reasons (e.g.  v isual  imperfect ions) are 
proposed to be reused to create the layer ing 
plywood sheets that  comprise the Terraqueous 
proposal .
18mm rejected plywood in CNC mi l led,  painted, 
and then transported and assembled on si te 
putt ing the otherwise discarded plywood to use.

The ‘k i t -of-parts ’ assembly of  label led pieces 
means that the fo l ly may be disassembled and 
reassembled elsewhere.



_
Terraqueous invi tes v is i tors to quest ions our 
preconcept ions of  natural  and man made, and 
suggests an increasingly blurred l ine between the 
two.
From a distance, Terraqueous appears somewhat 
natural ,  and invi tes v is i tors to examine i t  c loser. 
At  a c loser distance, the not iceably man-made 
character ist ics of  the fo l ly become apparent, 
through i ts al ien- l ike contort ions,  and i ts 
systemat ic construct ion.
The fol ly presents numerous opportuni t ies for 
v is i tor ’s to exper ience i ts form and assembly.  The 
f lu id assembly forms seat ing spaces both on i ts 

U S E R  E X P E R I E N C E

outer surfaces and within an internal /  covered 
space. The covered spaces further forms a sort 
of  tunnel  or  thoroughfare,  which al lows users 
to exper ience the fol ly f rom the inside looking 
out,  as opposed to the previously exper ienced 
outside- in.
 The rhythmic screening of  the outside wor ld 
through the plywood sheets presents a k ind of 
vei l ing of  the man-made fol ly over the dist inct 
natural  landscape beyond heightening this play on 
that natural  and man-made.



O V E R V I E W

3 1 4  L A Y E R S  ( 1 8 m m  P L Y W O O D )
1 7 m  O V E R A L L  L E N G T H

_

The instal lat ion proposes laminated/ layered plywood 

sheets spaced by connect ing plywood discs between.

The instal lat ion is envisaged to be CNC fabr icated 

from 2400 x 1200mm 18mm thick plywood, pre-

assembled into indiv idual  layers,  painted, then 

transported to s i te for  assembly.

P L Y W O O D  A R E A

A P P R O X  #  O F 
S H E E T S

( 2 . 4 m  x  1 . 2 m )

( a s s u m e s  8 0 % 
e f f i c i e n c y )

2 8 6 m ²

1 2 4

M E T R I C S



C O N S T R U C T I O N

_

Each layer would host a number of  p lywood discs that 

act  both as a means to space the plywood sheets as 

wel l  as a means of  f ix ing the var ious plywood sheets 

together.

The discs would be f ixed to their  hosts by screws, 

bol ts,  or  s imi lar,  wi th addi t ional  f ix ings extending 

through to f ix  to the next plywood sheet beyond.

Appropr iate label l ing and setout informat ion would 

by CNC’d into the plywood sheets to assist  wi th 

assembly.

Sheets that  are larger than the plywood sheets 

provided (2.4m x 1.2m) wi l l  be jo ined by a glued f inger 

jo int .

F I X I N G  D I S C S
( P L Y W O O D )

H O S T 
P L Y W O O D 

S H E E T

F I X I N G S 
T H R O U G H 

P L A T E S  T O 
P L Y W O O D 

L A Y E R S 
B E Y O N D

F I N G E R  J O I N T 
T O  A D J A C E N T 

P L Y W O O D 
P I E C E S  W H E R E 

R E Q U I R E D

S T E E L  F R A M E 
C O N C E A L E D 

W I T H I N  ( I F 
R E C O M M E N D E D 
B Y  E N G I N E E R )



C O N S T R U C T I O N

_

Where mult ip le plywood sheets are required to 

construct  a s ingle layer,  the var ious elements wi l l  be 

CNC’d to include f inger jo int ing which would then be 

glued together (or s imi lar)  pr ior  to assembly.

F I X I N G  D I S C S

L O N G  F I X I N G S
( F I X I N G  D I S C S 

T H R O U G H  T O 
P L Y W O O D 

L A Y E R  B E Y O N D ) 

S H O R T  F I X I N G S
( F I X I N G  D I S C  T O 

C L O S E S T  P L Y W O O D )

S T E E L  M E M B E R 
C O N C E A L E D 

W I T H I N  ( I F 
R E C O M M E N D E D 
B Y  E N G I N E E R )

F I N G E R  J O I N T 
T O  A T T A C H 

T O  A D J A C E N T 
P L Y W O O D 

P A N E L

C N C ’ D  S E T O U T 
L A B E L L I N G  A N D 

P O S I T I O N I N G



C O N S T R U C T I O N

L A R G E  C O N N E C T I O N  P L A T E S

M E D I U M  C O N N E C T I O N  P L A T E S

S M A L L  C O N N E C T I O N  P L A T E S

L A R G E  P L A T E S M E D I U M  P L A T E S S M A L L  P L A T E S

C O N N E C T I O N  P L A T E S

A S S E M B L E D  ( T R A N S P A R E N T )
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EXPLODED PLATES DIAGRAM?



C O L O U R

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 1 0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

1 0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

1 0

R E S E N E 
G L I S T E N I N G 

W H I T E

M 9 6 - 0 0 6 - 1 0 7

R E S E N E  H A L F 
C H I L L  O U T

G 9 4 - 0 2 9 - 1 0 5

R E S E N E  S N O W 
F L U R R Y

G 9 5 - 0 3 9 - 11 6

R E S E N E  R E E F

G 9 1 - 0 6 7 - 11 7

R E S E N E 
A U S T R A L I A N 

M I N T

G 9 5 - 0 6 3 - 1 0 5

R E S E N E  S U L U

G 8 8 - 0 9 2 - 11 5

R E S E N E 
C O N I F E R

G 8 4 - 1 2 4 - 11 3

R E S E N E 
S U B L I M E

G 8 8 - 1 2 1 - 1 0 8

R E S E N E 
AT L A N T I S

G 8 0 - 1 3 5 - 11 4

R E S E N E  H A L F 
D I Z Z Y  L I Z Z Y

G 8 0 - 1 5 1 - 11 7

_

Terraqueous proposes a gradient of  green Resene 

paint  colours,  a l lowing the fol ly to blend into as wel l 

as dist inguish i tsel f  f rom i ts surrounding natural 

set t ing.



E A S T E R N  E L E V A T I O N

FINISHED RENDERS

ACCOMPANYING TEXT DESCRIBING PROJECT, 
EXPLAINING USER EXPERIENCE



S O U T H - W E S T E R N  A P P R O A C H



N O R T H - E A S T E R N  A P P R O A C H



I N T E R I O R



N O R T H - W E S T E R N  A P P R O A C H


	TERRAQUEOUS Proposal_Part1
	TERRAQUEOUS Proposal_Part2
	TERRAQUEOUS Proposal_Part3
	TERRAQUEOUS Proposal_Part4
	TERRAQUEOUS Proposal_Part5
	TERRAQUEOUS Proposal_Part6
	TERRAQUEOUS Proposal_Part7
	TERRAQUEOUS Proposal_Part8
	TERRAQUEOUS Proposal_Part9
	TERRAQUEOUS Proposal_Part10
	TERRAQUEOUS Proposal_Part11
	TERRAQUEOUS Proposal_Part12
	TERRAQUEOUS Proposal_Part13
	TERRAQUEOUS Proposal_Part14
	TERRAQUEOUS Proposal_Part15

